A nutritional survey of Chile, carried out in 1935 under the League of Nations [6] , reported that tea consumption was unusually high in Chile, especially among poor people whose teeth are particularly rotten.
Even young children in Chile drink tea daily. According to the International Tea Committee [ 7 ] , the consumption of tea has doubled since [1936] [1937] [1938] . A single cup of tea can provide one milligram of fluorine [ 8 ] . It has been shown that the amount of fluoride in human bones is directly related to the amount of tea that is consumed [ 9 ] . But Chileans also drink, on the average, 137 grams of wine per day [10] . This quantity of wine alone can provide up to 4.9 milligrams of fluoride [11, 121 . The coffee which Chileans also consume in large amounts may be prepared from coffee beans containing as much as 243 parts per million of fluorine, 31 % of which is extracted during the percolation process [131. Seafood,which many Chileans eat, has a high fluorine content.
From these and other sources, the Chilean population had therefore been getting one milligram or more of fluorine per day for many years before the fluoridation program was started by the National Health Service. Consequently, the very high incidence of caries in Chile, which is why fluoridation was introduced in 1953, conclusively proves that fluoridation does not and cannot prevent caries, at least in Chile. This is understandable since one would not expect artificial fluoridation to do what natural fluoridation had been unable to accomplish. This, in turn, poses an interesting question : --Since fluoridation does not prevent caries in Chile, why would it be effective in any other country ? (We will concern ourselves with fluoridation in other countries at a later date) .
Our interpretation of the official report of the National Health Service of Chile reveals that eleven years of fluoridation have not decreased the incidence of dental caries in Curico. This is the first city that was fluoridated in 1953. Because the National Health Service concluded that fluoridation prevented tooth decay in Curico, it then went ahead and fluoridated other cities until now 65 % of the entire population of Chile is being fluoridated.
If the statistics compiled by the National Health Service are not reliable, then there is no basis whatsoever on which that agency can justify its fluoridation program in Chile. If, on the other hand, the data are reliable, then they clearly show that there is an unidentified factor in Curico which prevents caries, and that this factor operates independently of the fluoride added to the water supply. Because of this unknown factor, there is really no valid and acceptable " control " city in the strict sense of the word, and the entire eleven year fluoridation program in Chile is therefore scientifically invalid ! According to the official report issued by the National Health Service [ 3 ] , the data for DMF (decayed, missing, and filled teeth) in the first permanent molars of eleven and fourteen year old children in Curico show that the decrease in caries is entirely due to this as yet unidentified factor and that fluoridation had no effect at all on caries. The eleven year old children were born in 1953, when fluoridation was started. Consequently, the enamel of their first permanent molars was calcified inthe presence of fluoride. But in the case of the fourteen year old children, the enamel of their first permanent molars was already calcified by 1953, and could therefore not have been affected by fluoridation, Nevertheless, the decrease in caries of the first permanent molars, as reported in 1964 by the National Health Service [ 31, was exactly 31 % for both age groups. This effect could therefore not possibly have been due to fluoridation, but was caused instead by some anti-caries factor that was operativebefore and during fluoridation.
Eleven years of fluoridation have already produced harmful effects in Curico because 13 % of the eight to nine year old boys in that city now have mottled enamel. All responsible authorities agree that mottled enamel is the earliest symptom of fluoride poisoning. Despite the fact that the National Health Service of Chile officially reported this amount of mottled enamel in Curico, the Journal of the American Dental Association has stated that no mottling occurred in Curico ! [14] . One therefore wonders about the reliability of other information concerning fluoridation which appears in the Journal of the American Dental Association ! (1) Since fluoridation has not prevented caries, it has actually increased the cost of dental care. People in Chile still have to pay the same amount of money for the same amount of dental treatment, but now they are also paying the additional cost of fluoridation over a period of many years.
(2) Fluoridation has created still another bureaucracy within the National Health Service.
(3) Only two groups are really benefitting from fluoridation in Chile. These are as follows : (a) the commercial companies which sell fluoride to Chile, and (b) those individuals in the National Health Service and other agencies whose positions were created by fluoridation and now depend on the continuation of this program.
It is of the utmost importance that the entire fluoridation program in Chile be stopped immediately and re-evaluated.
But such a study must be carried out by an independent group which has heretofore not been involved with that program. Any objective re-evaluation of fluoridation cannot be conducted by people in the National Health Service or other agencies which now have a vested interest in continuing fluoridation. These people will not, after eleven years, suddenly reverse themselves and admit that they have been wrong, especially when their professional reputations, their positions, their salaries, their retirement pensions, and the very existence of their bureaucracy now depend on the continuation of fluoridation.
